ER 0-7870 





CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. aoe 
E.o. 29¢ Q 


3.3 (b) (1) 


7 December 199 


MEMORANDUM 


The following report, evaluated as true, 





is forwarded: 


"1, On 23 November 1919, we received a cable from our 
United Kingdom correspondent asking if we could assist them in 
locating some T-2 tankers for charter by the USSR. Our correspondents 
have an inquiry from the Soviets for an unspecified number of such 
tankers to be used for shipping kerosene from Constanta, Rumania, 
to North China. The kerosene will be destined for Shanghai but the 
blockade will preclude discharge at that port. Tsingtao may be the 
port of discharge. We cabled that we could be of no assistance. 


"2, We know that the USSR is and has been shipping 
residual fuels from Batum to Dairen. There is, however, no surplus 
of kerosene in the USSR, and this tanker inquiry indicates that 
China desperately needs kerosene. Evidently the United States export 
restrictions are having their effect and the Soviets are being forced 
to export kerosene which they could use themselves in order to keep 
the Chinese Communist economy running smoothly.” 


R, H. HILLENKORTTER 
Rear Admiral, USN 
Director of Central Intelligence 
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